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and considered his own violent death a just expiation. He alone repented and he alone has never been forgiven by posterity.
For the next few months, Pym and his supporters carried all before them. The King's spirit was crushed and he passed whatever Bills were presented to him. All the courts where his deputies had administered justice were abolished, all his methods of raising money were declared illegal, and he even consented to a revolutionary measure which ordained that Parliament could not be dissolved without its own consent. All these moves could be acclaimed in the name of liberty, but when the political leaders attempted to remould the English Church a new tyranny became apparent to the more civilised patriots; the beginnings of a reaction took shape. A Bill brought into the House of Commons in June, to destroy the hierarchy root and branch and establish some kind of Presbyterian Church under lay control, met with considerable opposition. At last the King found allies in the House who saw him as a truer leader of their cultivated humanism than the provincial fanatics who grasped insatiably at every national influence. Was it possible that these reformers were leading, not to a golden age of liberty, but to a tyranny of barbarians and bores ?
As the summer went on, the King's spirits revived. He decided to go to Scotland and see if he could secure a party there. Following a treaty between the Scotch and the English Parliament the two armies were disbanding. Now that the Scotch army was no longer in the Parliamentary pay the alliance showed signs of strain. The